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CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY AND ENVlRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

ON THE 


ENVIRONMENTAL NOTIFICATION FORM 


PROJECT NAME: I-49511-290lRoute 85 Interchange Transportation 
lmprovements Project 

PROJECT MUNICIPALITY: Hudson, Marlborough 
PROJECT WATERSHED: Concord 
EOEA NUMBER: 14210 
PROJECT PROPONENT: Massachusetts Highway Department 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR: March 26,2008 

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and 
Section 11.06 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR I1.00), I hereby determine that this project 
does not require the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 

Project Descri~tion 

As described in the Environmental Notilication Form (ENF), the Massachusetts Highway 
Department (MassHighway) is proposing to reconfigure the existing I-29011-495lRoute 85 
Connector Road lnterchange (Interchange 25) to reIieve and improve traffic congestion and 
safety in all directions. The project aims to alleviate existing interchange congestion attributed to 
ongoing commercial and residentid growth and traffic volumes in the Marlborough and Hudson 
project area, and safety issues attributed to insufficient interchange ramp design. The project is 
consistent with the long-term improvement recommendations of the Route 85 Connector 
Transportation Study (November 2001), prepared by MassHighway. According to MassHighway 
the project will also relieve pressure on nearby interchanges and may result in increased road 
capacity. The project site is located adjacent to the Assabet River. 
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As described in the ENF, Alternative 1 is the proponent's preferred project alternative and 
consists of the following major c:onstruction elements: 

Construction of a new two-lane I-290E to I-495N elevated ramp 
Construction of a new two-lane I-495N to I-290W elevated ramp 
Construction of a new I-290E to 1-495s at-grade ramp 
Construction of a new 1-495s to I-290W at-grade ramp 
Construction of a new Route 85 Connector to I-495N at-grade ramp 
Construction of a new two-Iane bridge expansion over the Assabet River Bridge 
Removal of 1-290 E to 1-495 N ramp 
Removal of 1-495 N to 1-290 W loop ramp 
Removal of 1-495 S to 1-290 W ramp 
Removal of 1-290 E to 1-495 S ramp 
Removal of end 1-290 W to 1-495 S ramp 

The project is undergoing review pursuant to Section 11.03(6)(b)(l)(b), Section 
11.03(6)(b)(2)(a), and Section 11,03(6)(b)(l)(a) of the MEPA Regulations because it requires the 
widening of an existing roadway by four or rnore feet for one-half or more miles; alters terrain 
ten or more feet from the existing roadway for one-half or more miles; and wiIl result in the 
construction of a new roadway one-quarter or more miles in length. The project will require 
numerous Federal, State and local permits including: 

a CE or Environmental Assessment under the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA); 
a Section 404 United States , \my Corps of Engineers (US. ACOE) Permit; 
a National PoIlutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Construction 
General Permit from the United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. 
EPA); and 
an Orders of Conditions from the Hudson and marIboroueh Conservation - 
Commissions, or if the Order(s) is appealed, a Superseding Order of Conditions 
from Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP). 
The project may also require a Section 401 Water Quality Certificate from 
MassDEP. 

Because the project proponent is a state agency and the project involves state funding, MEPA 
jurisdiction is broad and extends to a11 aspec;ts of the project that may cause significant damage to 
the environment. 

Transportation 

The project is presented in the ENF as a transportation improvement project, designed to 
expand Interchange 25 into a full-access interchange capable of conveying traffic from both 1-495 








